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self in Brittany." Sir Robert Cecil preached from the
same text in the House of Commons. In addition to
menacing England "by having this province [of Brit-
tany] he will keep us from traffic to Rochelle and Bor-
deaux."
Cecil touched the right chord. It would be said now-
adays that "he was backing big business.'* Xo doubt
he was. England was no longer an exclusively self-
contained agricultural nation. She was already con-
cerned with overseas markets. Eleven days after Cecil's
speech the subsidy bill was passed. Drake and Haw-
kins received a warrant which, so to speak, was their
death warrant, for neither of them returned from that
last voyage to the Spanish Main.
Frobisher seems to have gone home while the courts
argued over the cargo of the Madre de Dios. He cer-
tainly bought another estate with his share of the ad-
venture. It was the Manor of Warmfield-cuni-Heath
and some long leases adjoining Whitwood. All that
part of the West Riding is now given over to collieries.
Frobisher went to the ends of the earth for gold and
diamonds, while the real wealth of England was less
than a mile away, underground,
It must have been a pleasant change from the Gar-
land his ship on the St. Vincent Station. She was as
slow as a hoy and a failure from the day of her launch-
ing. Sailors called her sarcastically the "Guardland,"
implying that she was more fitted to be a guardship like
the Bonevotia, England's only galley, than a galleon
of the Queen's navy. Young Martin was dead. An-
other nephew, Peter, somewhat of a waster, it would
seem, was adopted as heir, and when Sir Martin sailed
at the head of a fleet once more, young Peter went with
him to learn the family business of serving^the Queen.
The political atmosphere was now clearing. Eliza-
beth was no longer pretending that the country was not